Steep Parish Council – Minutes of a Parish Council Meeting – 2.11.2020

DRAFT
STEEP PARISH COUNCIL
CHAIRMAN: Jim MacDonald

CLERK: Jenny Hollington

Minutes of an on-line Parish Council Teams Meeting held on Monday, 2nd November 2020 at
7.30 p.m.
Present:

Cllrs.

In Attendance:

Jim MacDonald (in the Chair)
Terry Cook
Jeff Graham

Peter Cruttenden
Nick Hurst

Chris Laycock
Jenny Martin

Nick Drew, District Councillor
Jenny Hollington, Clerk

There were 6 members of the public present at the meeting.
The Chairman announced that there would be a slight change to the agenda as it had been necessary to
carry over an item from the Planning Meeting which needed to be discussed by full Council (Minute
20/139)
Minute Item

Action

20/135

APOLOGIES – Apologies had been received from Cllr. Ashfield who has recently had her baby!
Steep Parish Council’s congratulations at this lovely news were expressed. County Councillor,
Russell Oppenheimer had also sent his apologies.

20/136

MINUTES – The Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday, 5th October were approved and signed
as a correct record of the meeting.

20/137

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE LAST MEETING:- PROPOSAL FOR A CYCLE ROUTE &
FOOTPATH FROM HILLBROW TO SHEET – The October meeting of the Parish Council had
been attended by a Hillbrow resident seeking support for a proposal to reduce the old A3 to a single
carriageway in order to create a cycle route and footpath. Following discussion, it was agreed that
this would be a good way forward in protecting cyclists and pedestrians, especially as HCC are
currently promoting safer, greener, travel - it was agreed to offer Steep Parish Council’s general
support to the project.
Chair

20/138

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – The Chairman reminded Councillors of their responsibility to
declare an interest in any matter on the Agenda –none declared.

20/139

PLANNING – LAND SOUTH EAST OF GARDNERS FARM, PRATTS LANE – REMOVAL
OF CONDITION 5 - TO ALLOW THE CONTINUED USE OF THE BUILDING FOR B2
PERMANENTLY – The Chairman explained that because of local sensitivity, a previous
application for B2 use at Burryer’s Farm had been considered by full Council. However, through
no fault of the applicants who had followed EHDC advice, the application had been quashed by
EHDC due to a technicality, and a new application had had to be submitted. It was therefore
considered appropriate for the new application be considered by full Council as opposed to the
Planning Committee and the application had therefore been deferred from the Planning meeting
held just prior to the P.C. Meeting to the full P.C. Meeting: The Chairman invited public comment
on this application:
•

A close neighbour to Burryer’s Farm spoke about the noise and disruption experienced
over many years due to the rally car business. He said that the doors of the barn are never
closed, nor the situation monitored by EHDC.
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•

•

The applicants explained that the wording on the original approved application for
“variation of condition” (as advised by EHDC) had been incorrect and should have been
for “removal of condition”. The application itself was for the same purpose as the original
application and seeks approval for B2 use for the current business – i.e. the preparation of
rally cars. The applicants confirmed that they were never approached by neighbours about
noise.
A neighbour explained that the original application had been legally challenged which had
led to the original application being quashed. He said he would object to the new
application and asked that the Parish Council uphold their original objection.

Following discussion of the revised application, it was agreed to re-submit the original objection
comments but to insert a paragraph quoting the Inspector’s report on the appeal at Rother Barn on
the opposite side of the A3 - that the proximity to an area of poor tranquillity does not mean that
further loss of tranquillity brought about by industrial use should be ignored.
20/140

CO-OPTION OF A PARISH COUNCILLOR – There had been two expressions of interest in the
vacancy – details of which had been circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting. Both candidates
were present and were invited to introduce themselves and to explain why they would like to be
considered for the role.
Following the statements, the Chairman said it was obvious that both were very strong candidates
and a shame that only one could be co-opted. After a vote, the Clerk announced that Jonathan Turk
was the successful candidate - the declaration to accept office will be signed in the coming days to Clerk
enable Jonathan to take up his position at the December Parish Council Meeting.

20/141

PUBLIC COMMENT ON MAIN AGENDA ITEMS;
•

•
•

20/142

Out of Hours Working at The Brickyards – Cllr. Hurst explained that following complaints
from residents and the Parish Council about out of hours working at the Brickyards, the
matter had been referred to the Legal Department at EHDC who confirmed the issue is
enforceable.
Industrial Traffic to and from Brickyards - In response to concerns raised about speed and
inconsiderate driving by users of the Industrial Unit in the narrow lanes of Steep Marsh, the
Clerk
Clerk was asked to write to the owner asking for tenants’ consideration of local residents.
Burryer’s Farm – A response has now been received from the Head of Planning at EHDC
stating that they had no issue with the way the application had been dealt with. A line is to
be drawn under this matter, especially in the light of the new application.

LAND AT CHURCH ROAD – A Working Party has been formed to consider almost one hundred
responses to the consultation on the possible use of the 20% Open Space of the Church Road site.
The group is comprised of 3 members of the public - Clare Moriarty, Genevieve Hayes, Jessica
Pocock – and 3 Parish Councillors - Cllrs. Hurst, Laycock and Graham. It was agreed that Clare
Moriarty would Chair the group which will meet to agree terms of reference as soon as possible.
Details of the new, and very informative, Steep in Need website were noted https://steepinneed.org.uk/.

20/143

COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT – Cllr. Oppenheimer’s report had been circulated ahead of the
meeting. The following items were highlighted:
•
•

Emergency funding for vulnerable families – HCC has announced emergency funding for
Hampshire’s most vulnerable families. Any families in need of assistance are asked to phone
Community First – 0300 500 8085.
Active Places Summit – Over 120 delegates were in attendance and this is now being given
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•
•

more urgency. Boosting walking and cycling, as well as horse riding is important for climate
change as well as health reasons.
New plastic infographic – Cllr. Oppenheimer is keen to spread the information as widely as
possible as many people remain confused about which plastics can be recycled.
Hampshire Countryside Service podcast – Rangers at Hampshire Countryside Service have
launched a podcase “Looking After Nature” which will give an insight into the world of
conservation. It also provides guidance on how to get health and wellbeing benefits from the
countryside.

For more information on these items please see Cllr. Oppenheimer’s full report which will be made
available via the newsletter and P.C. website.
20/144

20/145

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT – Cllr. Drew highlighted the following items of particular
interest to Steep residents:
•

Armistice Day - Cllr. Drew confirmed he would be honoured to attend and lay the wreath
on behalf of EHDC at the Steep War Memorial on 11th November.

•

Abandoned vehicles – There have been a couple of incidents across the Ward and Cllr.
Drew explained that EHDC can only remove a vehicle 60 days after it has been reported.

•

Covid-19 – Cllr. Drew confirmed that EHDC has the resources to help residents and
businesses in need of support – please see the EHDC website for more detail.

•

Burryer’s Farm – Cllr. Drew confirmed that in order for any application to be called in by
the Planning Committee strong policy support is required.

•

Off Road Motorcycles – Cllr. Drew queried whether Steep Parish Council has problems
with off road motorcycles on BOATS within the parish? The Chairman confirmed that this
is the case particularly through Lythe Hanger and on the Old Coach Road.

FINANCE
(a) Financial Risk – Attention was drawn to correspondence from the Internal Auditor
reminding Councillors of the need to consider the impact of Covid-19 in budget proposals
21-22.
(b) Budget 21-22 – Councillors were invited to identify key spend priorities for 21-22 and send
to Cllr. Cruttenden and the Clerk in the coming weeks for further consideration/approval of
the budget 21-22 at the December meeting.
(c) Bank Reconciliation – The October bank reconciliation had been circulated prior to the
meeting and was approved
(d) Cheques – The following cheques for November payment were approved:
Chq No.

`

Payee

Service

100357

£50.40

Petersfield Town Council

Quarterly bin contract - Steep Common

100358

£75.00

Tom Morgan

Quarterly website management (Aug-Oct)

100359

£575.00

Bill Robinson

Lengthsman - October

100360

£35.00

Royal British Legion

Wreath -

100361

£1.67

HMRC

Tax and N.i. + Emp Contribution

100362

£793.62

J. Hollington

Clerk + Expenses
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100363

£4,014.00

Sequoia

Ash die back priority work - Steep Common

£5,544.69
20/146

20/147

LUTCOMBE POND – The two local contractors previously identified will be asked to consider the
JM/TC
work required and quote to repair the leak in time for discussion at the December meeting.
STEEP COMMON
(a) Ash Die-back – The high priority work to fell affected Ash trees in close proximity to the
School, Church Road and the Hangers Way was carried out during the October half term by
Sequoia who worked hard to protect the Common from damage. The offer of £100 from a
local log seller for the logs has been accepted. Cllr. Graham was thanked profusely for his
hard work in overseeing this project which has been a time consuming and lengthy process.
The Clerk confirmed that an application for S.106 monies to cover the cost of the work has
now been submitted to EHDC and, if successful, the second phase of the work can commence
in the new year. Cllr. Graham mentioned that the Steep youngster who had hoped to volunteer
on Steep Common as part of his Duke of Edinburgh bronze award would still like to build
some bird nesting boxes to be installed at the Common (supervised by his parents) – it was JG
agreed to purchase the materials required for this project (£100.00). Cllr. Drew said he would Clerk
like to match fund Steep’s contribution via his community project fund.
(b) Bonfire and Firework Event 2020 – Sadly, there had been no choice but to cancel this year’s
event due to the coronavirus pandemic. It is only the second time in the event’s long history
that it has had to be cancelled.

20/148

PLANNING/ENFORCEMENT ISSUES
(a) Land S.E. of Gardner’s Farm – As mentioned in Public Comment, EHDC have responded
to say that they had no concerns about the way the application had been dealt with by the
Case Officer. Steep P.C. will not pursue this matter further.
(b) Brickyards – As mentioned earlier under Public Comment, this matter has now been
resolved by EHDC Legal Department who have confirmed that the out of hours working is
an enforceable issue.

20/149

ROADS AND TRAFFIC – Phase 2 Traffic Management Scheme – No up-date has been received
from Joe Folland, the HCC Traffic Engineer on speed restriction consultation response or detailed
plans – Cllr. Laycock was asked to chase the matter. It was noted that since the last meeting, CL
Highways have cut back hedges on Stoner Hill and this has improved sight lines enormously.

20/150

FOOTPATHS –

20/151

•

Hangers Way – The Clerk has contacted Adam Macey in Countryside Services who have
agreed to prioritise repairs to the bottom section in conjunction with the Monday Group
volunteers.

•

F/P 501 – Cllr. Martin confirmed that Elliott Rowe has investigated the status of the path
and is following up via Natural England

•

F/P 1 – Cllr. Laycock will speak to the adjacent landowner about the upkeep of the path.

REMEMBRANCE DAY – Government guidelines allow for outdoor services to go ahead provided
events are kept small and socially distanced. Although unable to be present, the Chairman
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confirmed he would carry out a risk assessment of the activity and circulate to all concerned. Cllr. PC/
Cruttenden agreed to lay the wreath on behalf of Steep Parish Council. The Clerk was asked to Clerk
liaise with the Vicar in respect of detailed arrangements.
20/152

CORRESPONDENCE
•

20/153

Mobile Coffee Shop – E-mail correspondence from a resident disappointed in the way the
proposal for a mobile coffee shop has been handled will be responded to by the Chairman
who will explain that an offer has been made to Alma and it is hoped it will meet her
requests.

DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING – Monday, 7th December at 7.30 p.m. Details to be
confirmed.

The meeting closed at 9.31 p.m.
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